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From the Superintendent 
 By Shawn Brown, Superintendent 

 

Greetings.  I hope our Winter Newsletter finds you warm and comfortable.  For those of you 

itching for sunnier days and warmer weather, hang in there.  

  

This January offered many challenges, not only for the Auglaize County E.S.C., but for our member 

school districts as well.  Numerous school delays and school cancellations affected us, but we are a 

resilient group able to readily adapt and persevere.  Thank you parents/guardians, students, teachers, 

and all support staff for your diligence. 

 

At the end of January, the E.S.C. hosted its second of three Legislative Round Tables.  The Round 

Tables provide an opportunity for school districts in Auglaize, Allen, Mercer, and Shelby counties to 

meet with our state representatives, our state senators, our Ohio State School Board representative, as 

well as Congressman Bob Latta’s and Congressman Jim Jordan’s local aides.  The Legislative Round 

Tables allow our four county area superintendents and treasurers an opportunity to educate our state and 

federal representatives on issues impacting and/or impeding the work we do “in the trenches” which 

directly affects the students we serve.  Our next Legislative Round Table is scheduled for April 29, 

2019. 

 

On an exciting note, I want to announce that the staff at the E.S.C. has been working on development of 

the Administrative Retreat scheduled for June of this year.  The agenda will include Kevin Honeycutt, 

an internationally recognized motivational speaker, an update and look ahead to the 2019-2020 school 

year from Shelly Busse, AMBE Executive Director, timely school finance and school legislative 

updates from Tom Ash, BASA Director of Governmental Relations, and will conclude with an 

education law update from Christian Williams, Esq. with Pepple and Waggoner Ltd. 

 

As always, thank you to our member districts for allowing the E.S.C. to be a part of the great work each 

of you are doing to educate our most important future resource, our children.  Please enjoy the entirety 

of this quarterly newsletter.  It is sure to educate and inspire, and possibly bring a smile to your face as 

you read about a program, an event, or a person with whom you are familiar. 

 

Keep connected!  You can reach me by email at sbrown@auglaizeesc.org or by 

phone at 419.738.3422, ext. 1131.  I also encourage you to follow us on Facebook 

@auglaizecountyesc and on Twitter @AuglaizeCoESC to keep up-to-date on the 

latest happenings. 

mailto:sbrown@auglaizeesc.orgor
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Auglaize County Educational Service Center 

Special Olympics Bowling Tournament 

Gliding Stars 

Hunter Parker participates in Gliding Stars, an ice skating program in Findlay that 

provides individuals with disabilities the opportunity to ice skate.  On this 

particular day, Hunter and his sister Sami were dressed in costumes.  In March the 

entire group puts on an ice show for friends and family. 

Celebrating 100 days of school! 

Mrs. Beth Homan’s class at Cridersville Elementary enjoyed celebrating 100  

days of school by making necklaces and hats.  Mrs. Carma Sheely’s class   

     compared how many things  

     they could do in 100 seconds:   

     writing the alphabet, jumping  

     jacks, & sit-ups. 

A few of our E.S.C. students who attend Wapakoneta Middle School, Wapakoneta High School, and the ESC 

Transition classes participated in the Special Olympics bowling tournament at Westgate Lanes in Lima on 

January 26.  Congratulations to Sarah, Hunter, and Andrea!  Great bowling, everyone!  
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Auglaize County Educational Service Center 

Transition 

Classrooms 

The E.S.C. has two transition 

classrooms that provide 

opportunities for 18-21 year olds 

to continue as seniors and 

enhance their education.  The students work on daily living and vocational skills and participate at job sites 

throughout the community.  The students work hands-on in developing the skills necessary to increase their 

independence.  The students also participate in a variety of recreational activities in the community.  They go 

swimming at the YMCA, bowling, participate in a book club in cooperation with Auglaize Industries, go out 

to eat, prepare and host a lunch bar each month, participate in an art class, and help local businesses with a 

variety of jobs.  The students have fun while learning valuable lessons that will last a lifetime.  In the picture 

above, students made a trip to Sam’s Club to get supplies for the E.S.C. classrooms. 

High School Classes 

In the Wapakoneta High School cross categorical classroom, students spend time every day working on life 

skills.  Life skills are a combination of academic skills and daily living skills necessary to participate as 

independently as possible in the community.  Students complete a variety of tasks that include managing 

personal finances, exploring career areas, shopping skills, task boxes, reading/ordering from a menu, looking 

up phone numbers and addresses in a phone book, and using recipes to cook. In addition, the students work 

with custodial staff at the school to complete jobs 

including sweeping, recycling, and cleaning 

tables. 

Project Independence is Collecting Items for the Garage Sale 

Students in Project Independence have received their first 

large donation for the annual garage sale fundraiser.  

Students will spend time sorting items, folding clothes, 

and as time gets closer, setting up for the sale.  At the sale 

they will take turns as cashier taking money and making 

change for our customers.  This year's garage sale will 

take place on May 7, 8, and 9 in the classroom.  Mark 

your calendar!  Donations of any kind are welcome.  If 

you have anything you would like to donate, please 

contact Bethany Wical at bwical@auglaizeesc.org or  

419-739-0194, and she will arrange drop off/pick up!  

mailto:bwical@auglaizeesc.org
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Middle School News  

Mrs. LaZett Daum’s class at Wapakoneta Middle School hosted a Christmas Door Decorating Contest before 

Christmas break.  Mrs. Janet Steinke’s class won first place in the contest.  Mrs. Steinke’s class was treated to 

a cookie party from Principal Will Snyder.  A huge thank you to everyone who helped out with the contest. 

Mrs. Janet Steinke’s class 

pictured in front of their 

decorated classroom door. 

Mrs. LaZett Daum and her class 

pictured in front of a few 

decorated doors that participated 

in the event.  

Door Decorating Contest 

Studying Kwanzaa 
Mrs. Katie Dietrich’s class studied Kwanzaa before the holiday 

break by making mkeka mats, banana cake, bracelets, and tradition 

cubes. 

https://www.facebook.com/kmd82?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARCHFkFJ6-ZXSHlaDVTjt7CBvMLH847qfsa_zXnWfEr3rjs1sgIYr_PWNxMouWA0_0iI8cQL-TiGa63H&fref=mentions
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Valentine’s Day at the Elementary Classes 

Students in Mrs. Beth Homan's class celebrated Valentine's 

Day by reading valentine stories, participating in some games, 

passing out their cards, and enjoying cookies.  The therapists 

joined in by playing Valentine Hokey Pokey with the class.  

Mrs. Janelle Ward’s class celebrated by decorating cookies, 

playing valentine games, completing a craft, and passing out 

their cards. 

Mrs. Carma Sheely’s class 

celebrated by making 

homemade cookies (measuring 

each ingredient carefully and 

icing them once cooled), up-cycling gummies and toothpicks to make a 

candy heart, playing valentine bingo, and sharing cards with each other. 

Auglaize County Preschools 

The St. Marys Preschool classrooms have been learning 

about healthy foods from the different food groups. 

Sarah Misiakiewicz, the SNAP-Ed Program Assistant 

from The Ohio State University’s Auglaize County 

Extension office, has been teaching a weekly lesson for 

the students during the months of January and February.  

So far the students have enjoyed physical activities, 

sampling a variety of healthy foods, and listening to 

stories.  
Sampling  

Yogurt 

Healthy  

Bones 

 

 The New Bremen Preschool classrooms have 

been working on fine motor skills.  Pictured are 

students placing Toasty O’s onto pipe 

cleaners, and they are turning the 

letter “O” into an octopus by 

drawing tentacles.  



Crisis Prevention Intervention (CPI) Trainings 

Mar 1—Full Day CPI Training at Waynesfield-Goshen 

 Cost $89 by check or P.O. made payable to Auglaize County E.S.C. 

 

Mar 13—3-hour CPI-Refresher* Training at Auglaize County E.S.C. 

 Cost $49 by check or P.O. payable to Auglaize County E.S.C. 

 * must have taken the full day training in 2018, 2017 or 2016 

 

To register: contact Donna Ankerman at dankerman@auglaizeesc.org or 419-738-3422 x1133. 

Science/Social Studies Curriculum Fair 

Mar 28—9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

Grades K-12 Science & Social Studies Curriculum Fair at Auglaize County E.S.C. 

 

Please RSVP by emailing Jenny Berning at jberning@auglaizeesc.org so we have a headcount 

for the vendors.  Please provide your school name, number of attendees, & contact phone 

number. 

 

We have reached out to the following vendors:  National Geographic, Cengage Learning, 

McGraw-Hill, Sundance/New Bridge, Amplify Science, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, Discovery 

Ed, & Defined Learning. 

Is your child developing like his or her peers? Do you have concerns about your child's development? Plan to 

attend one of these free screenings. 

Wapakoneta Elementary School     Minster Elementary School 

March 11, 2019      March 18, 2019 

4:00—6:00* p.m.      4:00—6:00* p.m. 

*Please arrive by 5:30 p.m. to complete all screening stations. 

 

Talk to experts to assure your child is on track in the areas of growth, vision, hearing, foot and ankle, language 

motor skills and behavior.  If concerns are identified, parents are educated about the services and resources 

available so their child can get help early and start school healthy and ready to learn. 

Pre-register by contacting Joy Miller, Director of Early Intervention  

at 419-977-2210 

Help Me Grow Screenings: Birth—Age 5 

Instructional Services 
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Auglaize County Educational Service Center 

Inspire Career Concert 2019 

Inspire Career Concert for seniors in Auglaize, Mercer, Darke, and Shelby counties is in the works !  

Location, date, suggestions, and the schedule are being finalized.  This opportunity has been immensely 

valuable for past attendees.  More information will be shared as it becomes available. 

Lisa Tobin and Vaughn Ray have been collaborating with Auglaize Mercer Business Education (AMBE) 

Alliance, Shelly Busse, Karen Rose, Jared Ebbing, along with educational and business leaders from 

Auglaize, Mercer, Darke, and Shelby counties on this event for high school junior students to network with 

local businesses.  The students will register online 

through a program that identifies their career interest.  

That information is then shared with a local business 

in Auglaize and/or Mercer county that reflects the 

students’ career interests.  The Talent Connection 

Forum will take place at Wright State University 

Lake Campus on March 6 and 7.  

The 4th Annual Talent Connection Forum Is Coming 

Mercer County E.S.C. and Auglaize County E.S.C. are excited to be hosting 

Camp Invention again this summer with all new programming!   

For children entering grades 3 - 6  

Cost: $230 

    at Minster Elementary School (50 E. 7th St, Minster, OH 45865) 

June 10—14, 2019 

8:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

If you have any questions or need assistance with registration, please contact one of the camp directors listed 

below. 

Camp Invention Directors: 

Wendi Moorman (Mercer County E.S.C.)  and  Vaughn Ray (Auglaize County E.S.C.)  

wendi.moorman@mercercountyesc.org  vray@auglaizeesc.org 

419-586-6628 ext. 241    419-738-3422 ext. 1116 

To register go to:  https://www.invent.org/programs/camp-invention 

Click on button and enter Minster, Ohio, for search region,  

and then continue on to complete registration process. 

Camp Invention June 10– June 14, 2019 



Networking Opportunities 

Lisa Tobin, Director of Curriculum, held a Networking 

Opportunities session on February 13 at the E.S.C.  

There were two 

sessions: (1) art and 

music in the morning, with (2) health and 

physical education in the afternoon.  The 

purpose of this networking 

opportunity was to give the 

teachers a structured discussion to 

collaborate over curriculum, 

strategies, standard alignment, and 

assessments.  More information will be 

coming soon for an upcoming Networking 

Opportunities this spring. 

Trauma Informed Care 

Kelly 

Schattschneider-

Walls held a 

training February 

15, 2019, on 

Trauma Informed Care.  Kelly 

shared with the group how trauma 

impacts a child, how to recognize 

the behavior of a child who has 

been involved in trauma, along 

with strategies to deescalate the 

crisis. 

Feb 28—Using Learning Progressions to Close Achievement Gaps 

Mar 6—PBIS District Implementation Team Training & Preparation 

Mar 7 & 8—MTSS & Meeting the Needs of Diverse Students: Trauma-Informed Evidence-

Based Practices for One & All 

 
Check out their website at www.sst6.org for registration details/more information or call 419-738-9224. 

Autism Support Group 

Come join a support group for parents, professionals, and caregivers of people with Autism.  

We will share the successes and challenges of supporting individuals with Autism in a 

caring and support-driven group.  Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of every month (except 

June, July, August, & December) from 6:00—7:30 p.m. at the Lima Community Church, Journey 

Bldg (2945 N. Cole St., Lima).  This group is hosted and sponsored by the Autism Life 

Center.  For more information, call 567-825-8921 or email: autismlifecenter@gmail.com. 

SST6 Trainings 


